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an arrow.    Others coming up, they entered the city after    CHAP.
the fugitives, and many were wounded by women throwing , ^   '   ,
down stones upon them from the terraces.    The Moors     A>3D.
, made a stand in a large square   containing a mosque,     1507.
but they were attacked   so vigorously   that  they   soon
turned their backs and fled out of the city, followed by
their women  laden with  household  goods.    These the
Portuguese   came  up with, took from them what they
carried, and killed many.

Da Cunha now recalled his men, and returning to the

square he attacked the mosque, killing all who had taken

refuge there, and in entering it was wounded in the leg by

an arrow.    After this he first received knighthood at the

hand of AfFonso de Albuquerque, and he then knighted

his son Nuno da Cunha and many other Fidalgos,    Da

Cunha then proceeded to the Bang's palace, from which he

took much money and  many valuable  and rich things,

which he divided among the captains and noble persons

''of the fleet.    Then, having summoned his men to re-

' embark, he had the city set on fire in four different parts.

It had been the intention of da Cunha to have next

proceeded to Magadoxo and attack that place, but being

advised by his pilots that the  season was now too far

advanced, and that if he delayed much longer he would be

unable to double the shallows of " S. Lazarus," he ordered

the course to be shaped direct for Socotra, and anchored

off Soco, the principal port of that island.    Here, to his

surprise, he found that the Moors had erected a strong

fortress, surrounded with wall and barbican, and with a

keep.    After a consultation with his captains, da Cunha

sent Pero Vaz de Orta, with Gaspar Rodriguez as interpre-

fcter, to summon the captain of the fortress to surrender it to

pie King of Portugal, as otherwise he would take it by

r force and not leave one Moor alive in it.   To this message

the captain of the fortress returned a defiant reply, and

arrangements were accordingly made to attack the place.

The intention had been to have landed near a palm-grove,